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THE FIRST CHARACTERISTIC 
 

An evangelizing school is a Catholic faith community where all are 
welcome, opening itself to receive children and parents who desire 
Catholic religious formation and education, helping them to know 
they are children of God, made in His image and likeness and, 
therefore, to be valued.   

It must be a place: 

 where all who desire a Catholic religious education and agree to participate in the 
mission and philosophy of the school can find the person of Jesus Christ whom 
they seek; 

 where all are welcomed, valued and cherished; 
 where students come to know that they are precious in the sight of God; 
 where they are treated as children of God made in His image and likeness. 

 
 Parents, administrators and teachers in an evangelizing Catholic school realize they have 
been called, in partnership with the Holy Spirit, to lead others into intimacy with Jesus and to 
transform young people into disciples and society into the kingdom of God.  Therefore: 
 

 the faculty and administration of such a school are excited to form a religious 
school that is Catholic in nature; 

 they are convinced that they have a unique gift to share with young people and 
their families: love for Jesus Christ and the one, true faith; 

 the faculty and administration show that the person of Jesus and His Way, as 
taught in the Catholic Church, is at the center of their lives and is evidenced by 
their example; 

 parents, faculty, and administrators are convinced that faith in Jesus Christ and 
His Gospel is the only way that the hopes that life poses will become a reality and 
the only way that the problems that confront society will ultimately be solved. 

 
Therefore the Church challenges its schools to foster a climate of conversion among 

faculty, parents, and students.  The mission of the Catholic school is to bring about in its students 
and parents an enthusiasm for the gift of faith.   

 
This ongoing conversion is brought about: 

 

 by prayer; 
 by listening to God in Sacred Scripture; 
 by learning more about Catholic teachings; 
 by sharing of faith stories; 
 by participating in the sacramental life of the Church to the extent possible; and, 
 by reaching out to others in service and justice. 

 
 Such a school provides the spiritual environment where a vibrant faith community is 
experienced, socialization into the Catholic community can occur, and the teachings of Christ 
and His Church are fully and authentically celebrated.    
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THE SECOND CHARACTERISTIC 
 

An evangelizing Catholic School employs only those leaders and 
teachers who wholeheartedly and enthusiastically accept the 
mandate to evangelize young people through their witness to and 
proclamation of their belief in the Triune God, an incarnate God in 
the person of Jesus Christ, who established the Catholic Church to 
complete His mission. 

Therefore, administrators and teachers of an evangelizing school: 
 

 accept Jesus, His teachings and His Church in their own lives; 
 profess a willingness to share their time and talents as authentic disciples of the 

Lord; 
 accept the challenge to be spiritual mentors, spiritual companions, guiding young 

people in their journey of Christian conversion; this includes every teacher, no 
matter what subject they teach or position they hold in the school community. 

 
In the American bishops’ document Go and Make Disciples the bishops point out that 

“schools are often the only face of the Church some people see.”  Therefore schools need to 
explore and review varied ways in which parents and students can be invited to know Jesus and 
the Church. 
 
 Evangelization requires the dynamic attention of everyone in the school community.  
Children and youth and parents need to experience an evangelizing institution that is guided by 
faith-filled adults who have accepted an evangelizing leadership role as priest, teacher, catechist, 
principal, director/coordinator of religious education, secretary, maintenance person, etc.  The 
school will then be a source of blessing, not only for the children, youth, and their parents, but 
also for the entire parish, for the Archdiocese of Saint Louis, and ultimately for the universal 
Church.  Such a Catholic school will reap what it has sown and will surely win the support, 
including the financial support, of all the people of the parish and archdiocese. 
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THE THIRD CHARACTERISTIC 
 

An evangelizing Catholic school must authentically and completely 
live and teach the Gospel message and the teachings of the Catholic 
Church.  It is a duty incumbent on it by the mandate of the 
parishioners, past and present, so that children and youth can be 
socialized into the Catholic community, can believe and be saved.   

 
In order for all teachers in a Catholic school to fulfill the mission for which they were 

called and hired, they must echo the Church’s teachings and the Gospel message faithfully and in 
its entirety.  It is important, therefore, for evangelizing teachers and administrators to remember 
that there is no room for dissent or ambiguity in their presentations.  This is true for all teachers 
in the Catholic school, no matter the subject taught.  Therefore: 

 
 the philosophy, mission statement, and environment of the school should reflect a 

deep love for Jesus and a deep commitment to His Church, exuding Gospel 
values; 

 all policies must reflect the teachings of Jesus Christ; 
 priority in time, scheduling, energy and extracurricular activities must be given to 

the religious dimension of the Catholic school.  All other instruction and 
activities, while important and integral to a quality Catholic education, are 
secondary.  Excellent academic institutions are desired, but all instruction and 
activity should implement the primary goal for an evangelizing Catholic school; 

 those teachers who have the privilege and responsibility of teaching religion must 
especially give priority in time and energy to preparing religion classes, even if 
they are responsible for teaching other subjects; 

 educators who do not teach religion must also be conscious that Gospel values 
and Church teachings also inform their subject areas, and they must be willing to 
support and integrate these teachings into their curriculum. 

 
 Teachers and administrators must continually seek opportunities throughout the school 
day to socialize students into the Catholic community and culture.  Through formal instructions 
and religious/liturgical rituals and experiences, children and parents learn what it means to be 
Catholic: what a Catholic believes, how a Catholic lives, how a Catholic celebrates his/her faith, 
and how a Catholic prays. 
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THE FOURTH CHARACTERISTIC 
 

An evangelizing school is one that celebrates God’s action and 
presence in the lives of people through the Sacraments and through 
prayer. 

This is accomplished through: 
 

 the celebration of the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist; 
 through sacramentals; 
 through prayer;  
 through the life experiences of its families, students, faculty;  
 through the lives of its parish family. 

 
In recognizing the importance of the Sacrament of Baptism, the evangelizing faculty and 

administration in a Catholic school must, in their teaching and witness, remind students that they 
have been chosen by God and made in His image and likeness. 
 
 An evangelizing school celebrates the Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation 
regularly and well; prepares students for the Sacrament of Confirmation through which they are 
made priest, prophet and king; and arranges for students to experience the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Holy Orders, Marriage and the Anointing of the Sick.  All these celebrations remind 
students of God’s presence in the lives of His people. 
 
 Students will be shown that God is and wants to be present in all the activities of their 
lives through the establishment of clubs and extra-curricular activities such as peace club, service 
club, vocation day, prayer group, choir, Christian athletics, and inspirational theatrical 
experiences.  This desire on God’s part will become clearly evident if these clubs and activities 
are truly evangelizing in nature. 
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THE FIFTH CHARACTERISTIC 
 

An evangelizing Catholic school reaches out to students and families 
with various backgrounds and needs in order to bring God’s love 
into their lives. 
 

The school sees the family as the foundational religious and social institution upon which 
the Church and society depends and as such, it must be supported, respected and strengthened. 
 
 In an evangelizing school compassion and gentleness are so obvious that the school 
becomes a home-school where children and youth with a variety of needs feel respected and 
loved.   
 

These needs might manifest themselves in the following circumstances: 
 

 a child who is confused and feels guilty over the divorce of his/her parent; 
 a single parent struggling to raise children; 
 a family not regularly practicing their faith; 
 a family struggling with illness, unemployment or finances;  
 a refugee family or a minority culture who feel misunderstood or excluded. 

 
In an evangelizing school, the entire faith community will be transformed so as to be 

sensitive to the challenges that others face, be respectful of differences and see all peoples to be 
made in the image and likeness of God. 
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THE SIXTH CHARACTERISTIC 
 

An evangelizing school is actively conscious of forming and 
transforming children and youth according to the social teaching of 
the Church.   
 

In such a school students are: 
 

 challenged and guided by the social teaching of the Catholic Church, to use their 
lives, talents and gifts to work for justice and peace; 

 taught to uphold the rights and dignity of all people, especially the most 
vulnerable, the unborn, the poor and marginalized in society; 

 taught that all peoples reflect the image and likeness of God, no matter their 
differences; 

 taught that service to others is part of their Baptismal promise;  
 challenged to reach out to others. 
 

An evangelizing school, faculty and students alike, sees service to others on both a local 
and global level as being integrated into stewardship; we are stewards, not only servants.  An 
evangelizing school encourages and promotes service beyond the parish boundaries, joining 
appropriate institutions and groups to better society. 
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THE SEVENTH CHARACTERISTIC 
 

An evangelizing school is one that makes known the Good News of 
Jesus to others and invites school families into the Catholic faith 
community, especially those who are inactive or those who are un-
churched. 

 
Pope Benedict XVI said that “the first service Christians are called to offer their brothers 

and sisters is the proclamation of Jesus Christ, the only Savior” (Vatican City, March 13, 2006).   
 
Therefore, the administration is: 
 

 consistently raising the awareness of the faculty to gently and lovingly invite 
students and their families to full and active participation in the Church; 

 always respecting the conscience and experiences of others; 
 conscious that faith, as a gift from God, is offered to all and is accepted in God’s 

time and according to the circumstances of the invited. 
 
Therefore the school works with the rest of the parish family in reaching out to the un-

churched and the inactive.  It also creatively and dynamically implements the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Children (RCIC). 
 
 Realizing that ultimately it is the Holy Spirit who evangelizes, an evangelizing Catholic 
school is compelled by this same Holy Spirit to proclaim Jesus Christ, His Gospel, and His 
Church in word and deed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


