
SOCIAL STUDIES

PK3

DOMAIN  ARCHDIOCESAN EXPECTATIONS
PRIORITY 

EXPECTATION

CURRENTLY 
TAUGHT IN THIS 
GRADE LEVEL 

(yes or no)?

LIST ADDITIONAL RESOURCES (IF NEEDED) 
FOR STUDENTS TO MASTER THIS 

EXPECTATION
Civics Identify reasons for rules in the home/school/classroom

Articulate questions about the classroom and school communities
Retell and explain personal history
Describe fair ways for groups to make decisions
Articulate ways to peacefully resolve conflicts
Demonstrate fairness when sharing classroom and playground equipment
Name family members, including grandparents, and their roles and responsibilities
Show interest in community and culture
Compare and contrast different customs and cultures
Compare and contrast different viewpoints of classmates
Name community workers, their jobs, and tools of their trade
Identify our country's flag and its characteristics (colors, stars, stripes)
Recite the Pledge of Allegiance as a class

Economics Identify the difference between wants and needs
Identify the physical differences between a penny, nickel, dime, and quarter
Articulate that money can be exchanged for goods and services

Geography Name the state and country in which one lives
History Describe the contributions of people associated with holidays

Use words to show time order such as before, now, later
PK4

DOMAIN  ARCHDIOCESAN EXPECTATIONS
PRIORITY 

EXPECTATION

CURRENTLY 
TAUGHT IN THIS 
GRADE LEVEL 

(yes or no)?

LIST ADDITIONAL RESOURCES (IF NEEDED) 
FOR STUDENTS TO MASTER THIS 

EXPECTATION
Civics Identify reasons for rules in the home/school/classroom

Articulate questions about the classroom and school communities
Retell and explain personal history
Describe fair ways for groups to make decisions
Articulate ways to peacefully resolve conflicts
Demonstrate fairness when sharing classroom and playground equipment
Name family members, including grandparents, and their roles and responsibilities
Show interest in community and culture
Compare and contrast different customs and cultures
Compare and contrast different viewpoints of classmates
Name community workers, their jobs, and tools of their trade
Identify our country's flag and its characteristics (colors, stars, stripes)
Recite the Pledge of Allegiance as a class

Economics Identify the difference between wants and needs
Identify the physical differences between a penny, nickel, dime, and quarter
Articulate that money can be exchanged for goods and services

Geography Name the state and country in which one lives



History Describe the contributions of people associated with holidays
Use words to show time order such as before, now, later
Kindergarten

DOMAIN  ARCHDIOCESAN EXPECTATIONS
PRIORITY 

EXPECTATION

CURRENTLY 
TAUGHT IN THIS 
GRADE LEVEL 

(yes or no)?

LIST ADDITIONAL RESOURCES (IF NEEDED) 
FOR STUDENTS TO MASTER THIS 

EXPECTATION
Civics Identify reasons for making rules within the school and at home

Describe why groups make decisions and fair ways those decisions are made in families and classrooms
Explain how to resolve disputes peacefully in the classroom and on the playground
Compare one’s personal viewpoint to another person's viewpoint
Apply catholic virtues and democratic principles when working with others
Discuss the concept of individual rights
Describe roles and responsibilities of people in authority in families and in groups
Describe character traits of role models within one’s family and school
Describe the contributions of people associated with holidays and saints’ feast days 
Describe and show respect for cultural characteristics of one‘s family and class members including 
language, celebrations, customs, holidays, artistic expression, food, dress, and traditions
Describe how one remembers and commemorates cultural heritage with family members
Identify and describe the importance of our country's flag as a symbol of the United States and recite the 
pledge of allegience

Economics Identify the difference between wants and needs and goods and services
Identify the benefits and costs of making various personal decisions

Geography Identify maps as representations of real places
Construct a map of a familiar place using symbols and labels
Apply positional words to locations within the classroom

History Create a timeline using events from one's own life
Identify ways people learn about the past and distinguish among the past, present, and furture
Compare life in the past to life today

Social Science 
Inquiry With guidance and support, label and analyze different social studies’ sources

Use artifacts to share information on social studies topics
Use visual tools to communicate information
Share findings about a social studies topic
With guidance, ask questions and find answers
1st Grade

DOMAIN  ARCHDIOCESAN EXPECTATIONS
PRIORITY 

EXPECTATION

CURRENTLY 
TAUGHT IN THIS 
GRADE LEVEL 

(yes or no)?

LIST ADDITIONAL RESOURCES (IF NEEDED) 
FOR STUDENTS TO MASTER THIS 

EXPECTATION
Civics Identify and explain why cities make laws in their communities

Discuss how individual rights are protected
Give examples of being an active and informed citizen in one’s classroom or community
Describe the character traits of role models within one’s community
Recognize and explain the significance of the Statue of Liberty, U.S. Capitol, Bald Eagle, and the Liberty 
Bell
Recognize and explain the significane of symbols of one’s local community



Describe how authoritative decisions are made, enforced, and interpreted within schools and local 
communities
Describe roles and responsibilities of people in local government (i.e. judge, mayor, police, city council, 
etc.)

Economics Describe examples of scarcity within one’s school and community
Describe examples of goods and services within one’s school and community
Describe consumers and producers and the relationship to goods and services within one’s school and 
community

Geography Identify globes as representations of real places
With assistance, read, construct, and use maps that have a title and key
Describe how maps are created for different purposes such as a school fire drill, a trip to the zoo, etc.
Use a compass rose to identify cardinal directions on a map
Locate a place by pointing it out on a map and by describing its relative location
Identify physical characteristics of one’s community
Describe human characteristics of one’s community
Describe cultural characteristics of one’s school and community

History Compare and contrast our community from past to present
Describe the contributions of people associated with holidays and saints’ feast days 
Recount stories about locations, people, and cultural events in one’s community
Describe how one’s community commemorates its cultural heritage

Social Science 
Inquiry

With guidance and support, identify and analyze primary and secondary social studies sources in 
classroom discussion
Identify and use artifacts to share information on social studies topics
Create visual tools to communicate information
Share findings about a social studies topic
With assistance, ask supporting questions and find answers about social studies topics
2nd Grade

DOMAIN  ARCHDIOCESAN EXPECTATIONS
PRIORITY 

EXPECTATION

CURRENTLY 
TAUGHT IN THIS 
GRADE LEVEL 

(yes or no)?

LIST ADDITIONAL RESOURCES (IF NEEDED) 
FOR STUDENTS TO MASTER THIS 

EXPECTATION
Civics Explain and give examples of how laws and rules are made and changed within a community

Examine how individual rights are protected within a community

Analyze how being an active and informed citizen makes a difference in your community
List the consequences of citizens not actively participating in their communities
Describe the character traits, civic attitudes, and contributions of inventors and pioneers who influenced 
our nation, including Catholic saints
Describe the importance of the Pledge of Allegiance. Recognize and explain significance of nation 
symbols, landmarks, parks, and important memorials
Distinguish the responsibilities and powers of government officials at various levels and branches of 
government in authoritative decision making 
Identify and explain the functions of the three branches of government

Economics Describe the relationship among consumers, consumption, producers, and production
Explain the relationship of income, labor, and wages
Demonstrate how people use money to buy and sell goods and services; demonstrate how people barter 
to exchange goods and services
Describe a personal cost-benefit situation

Geography Read and construct maps with titles and keys



Identify the properties and use of different types of maps for a variety of purposes
Name and locate the regions of one’s community and of the world
Identify and describe physical characteristics of the world and of one’s region of Missouri, and describe 
human characteristics of one’s region of Missouri
Describe different types of communication and transportation and identify their advantages and 
disadvanatges
Describe how transportation and communication systems have facilitated the movement of people, 
products, and ideas
Define the concept of regions as places that have unifying political, physical, and/or cultural characteristics; 
identify examples of different regions in Missouri
Compare cultural characteristics of regions of Missouri
Describe why people of different groups settle more in one place or region than another
Explain how geography affects the way people live today
Recall stories and songs that reflect the cultural history of peoples from various regions in the United 
States (i.e. Native American legends and European and African American fables and folktales)
Describe how regions commemorate cultural heritage

History Compare the cultures and people in our community across multiple time periods
Compare and contrast the changing habitats, resources, art, and daily lives of Native Americans in regions 
of the U.S. 
Desribe how regions celebrate cultural heritage

Social Science 
Inquiry

With guidance and support, describe and analyze primary and secondary social studies sources in class 
discussion 
Select and use artifacts to share information on social studies topics
Use visual tools and informational texts to communicate information
Explain the difference between fact and opinion in social studies topics
Explain the concept of point of view in social studies topics
Share research about a social studies topic
With assistance, develop supporting questions about social studies topics and describe a process to 
answer those questions
Discuss types of sources that would be helpful in exploring social studies questions
3rd Grade

DOMAIN  ARCHDIOCESAN EXPECTATIONS
PRIORITY 

EXPECTATION

CURRENTLY 
TAUGHT IN THIS 
GRADE LEVEL 

(yes or no)?

LIST ADDITIONAL RESOURCES (IF NEEDED) 
FOR STUDENTS TO MASTER THIS 

EXPECTATION
Civics Explain the purpose of the Missouri Constitution

Examine how individual rights are protected within Missouri
Explain how the state of Missouri relies on responsible citizen participation and draws implications for how 
people should participate
Describe character traits and civic attitudes of influential Missourians
Explain how the National Anthem symbolizes our nation. Recognize and explain the significance of 
Missouri symbols (i.e. the Gateway Arch, Great Seal, Shrine of St. Joseph, Cathedral Basilica)
Explain how governments balance individual rights with common good to solve local community or state 
issues
Analyze peaceful resolution of disputes by the courts or other legitimate authorities in Missouri
Describe how authoritative decisions are made, enforced, and interpreted by the state government across 
historical time periods and/or in current events 
Identify and explain the functions of the three branches of govenment in Missouri
Explain and give examples of how laws are created and changed within the state government 

Economics Define natural, capital, and human resources



Define economy and explain the concepts of supply and demand
Conduct a personal cost-benefit analysis
Define taxes and explain how taxes are generated and used
Explain factors, past and present, that influence changes in our state's economy

Geography Read and construct historical and current maps
Name and locate major cities, rivers, regions, and states that border Missouri
Describe and use absolute location using a grid system
Identify the inhabinates of Missouri.
Compare and contrast physical characteristics of the different geographical regions of Missouri, and 
describe human geographic characteristics of Missouri
Describe how people of Missouri are affected by, depend on, adapt to, and change their physical 
environments in the past and present
Describe how changes in communication and transportation technologies affect people's lives (i.e. Pony 
Express)
Identify and compare regions in Missouri
Explain how geography affected important events in Missouri history

History *Describe the migration of Native Americans to Missouri prior to European settlement in the state; describe 
the discovery, exploration, and early settlement of Missouri by European immigrants; describe the reasons 
African people’s were enslaved and brought to Missouri (*Should be taught through the lens of 
Catholicism)
*Examine cultural interactions and conflicts among Native Americans, European immigrants, and enslaved 
and free African Americans in Missouri. Examine changing cultural interactions and conflicts among 
Missourians after the Civil War (*Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism)
Identify and describe the historical significance of individuals from Missouri who have made contributions to 
our state and nation
Describe the importance of the Louisianna Purchase and expedition of Lewis and Clark
*Evaluate the impact of western expantion on the Native Americans in Missouri (*Should be taught through 
the lens of Catholicism)
Discuss issues of Missouri statehood
*Identify the causes and consequesnces of the Dread Scott decision on Missouri and the nation (*Should 
be taught through the lens of Catholicism)
Explain Missouri's role in the Civill War, including the concept of a border state
*Describe consequences in Missouri of the Civil War, including on education, transportation, and 
communication (*Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism)
Compare cultural characteristics of regions of Missouri
Research stories and songs that reflect the cultural history of Missouri
Describe how people in Missouri preserve their cultural heritage 
Recognize the changing roles of Native Americans, Immigrants, African Americans, women, and others in 
Missouri history.

Social Science 
Inquiry

With guidance and support, select and analyze primary and secondary social studies sources to determine 
importance
Create and use artifacts to share information on social studies topics
With guidance and support, use visual tools and informational texts to interpret, draw conclusions, make 
predictions, and communicate information and ideas
Identify facts and opinions in social studies topics
Identify point of view in social studies topics
Present social studies research to an audience using appropriate sources
Generate supporting questions about social studies topics
Use steps in a process to investigate a social studies question
Use appropriate sources to investigate social studies questions



Investigate an appropriate social studies question and share results with assistance, if needed
4th Grade

DOMAIN  ARCHDIOCESAN EXPECTATIONS
PRIORITY 

EXPECTATION

CURRENTLY 
TAUGHT IN THIS 
GRADE LEVEL 

(yes or no)?

LIST ADDITIONAL RESOURCES (IF NEEDED) 
FOR STUDENTS TO MASTER THIS 

EXPECTATION
Civics With assistance, read and analyze the text of the Declaration of Independence to determine important 

principles that it contains including inalienable rights, government by the consent of the governed and the 
redress of grievances
Explain the major purposes of the U.S. Constitution
With assistance, research and analyze the text of the U.S. Constitution to determine important principles 
such as limited government, rule of law, majority rules, minority rights, separation of powers, checks and 
balances, and popular sovereignty
Explain the purpose and identify important principles of the Bill of Rights
Examine ways by which citizens have effectively voiced opinions, monitored government, and brought 
about change, both past and present
Describe the character traits and civic attitudes of historically significant individuals in American history 
prior to 1800
Recognize and explain the significance of national symbols associated with historical events and time 
periods being studied
Explain how the purpose and roles of government have been debated and have changed across historical 
time periods around the early settlements to 1800's
Analyze peaceful resolution of disputes by the courts or other legitimate authorities in U.S. history from 
early settlement to c. 1800
Explain how authoritative decisions are made, enforced ,and interpreted by the state and federal 
government
Identify and explain the functions of the three branches of government in the federal government

Economics Compare and contrast saving and financial investment
Explain the relationship between profit and loss in economic decisions
Distinguish among natural, capital, and human resources
Conduct a public cost-benefit analysis
Explain how the government utilizes taxes to provide goods and services
Explain past and present factors that have influenced changes in state and regional economies

Geography Construct and interpret historical and current maps
Identify and locate specific regions, states, capitals, river systems, and mountain ranges in the United 
States
Identify and compare the diverse human geographic characteristics of the United States (cultures, 
languages, groups, populations)
Compare and contrast the different geographical regions of the United States
Analyze how people are affected by, depend on, adapt to, and change their physical environments in the 
past and in the present
Analyze how changes in communication and transportation technologies affect people's lives
Identify different regions in the United States and analyze how their characteristics affect people who live 
there
Use geography to interpret the past and predict future consequences as appropriate to topics or eras 
discussed

History Describe the migrations of Native Americans prior to 1800. Describe the discovery, exploration, and early 
settlement of America by Europeans prior to 1800. Describe the reasons African peoples were enslaved 
and brought to the Americas prior to 1800
*Examine cultural interactions and conflicts among Native Americans, Immigrants from Europe, and 
enslaved and free Africans and African Americans prior to 1800 (Should be taught through the lens of 
Catholicism)



Identify and describe the contributions of historically significant individuals to America and the United 
States prior to c. 1800
Explain the causes of the American Revolution, including the perspectives of patriots, loyalists, Native 
Americans, African Americans, and European allies
Explain the factors that contributed to the colonists' success
Describe the historical context for the drafting of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the 
Bill of Rights 
Explain how the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights affected people in the 
U.S. prior to c. 1800
Explain the causes and consequences of westward expansion prior to 1800
Describe and compare cultural characteristics across the historical time periods in U.S. history prior to 
1800
Research stories and songs that reflect the cultural history of the early United States prior to 1800
Analyze the preservation of cultural life, celebrations, traditions, and commemorations over time
Identify the roles among Native Americans, Immigrants, African Americans, women, and others from early 
migration to 1800

Social Science 
Inquiry With guidance and support, select, analyze, and evaluate primary and secondary social studies sources

Analyze and use artifacts to share information on social studies topics
Use visual tools and informational texts to interpret, draw conclusions, make predictions, and communicate 
information and ideas with guidance and support, as needed
Create products such as maps, graphs, timelines, charts and models, diagrams, etc. to communicate 
information and understanding
Distinguish between fact and opinion and recognize bias and point of view in social studies topics
With assistance, conduct and present social studies research to an audience using appropriate sources
Generate compelling research questions about a social studies topic
Apply a research process to a compelling social studies question
Identify and use appropriate resources for investigating a compelling social studies question
Research an appropriate social studies question and share results with an audience
5th Grade

DOMAIN  ARCHDIOCESAN EXPECTATIONS
PRIORITY 

EXPECTATION

CURRENTLY 
TAUGHT IN THIS 
GRADE LEVEL 

(yes or no)?

LIST ADDITIONAL RESOURCES (IF NEEDED) 
FOR STUDENTS TO MASTER THIS 

EXPECTATION
Civics Analyze the principles of the Declaration of Indepedence to the historical time periods being studied and to 

current events
Apply the principles of the U.S. Constitution to the historical time periods being studied and to current 
events
Apply the principles of the Bill of Rights to the historical time periods being studied and to current events
Analyze ways by which citizens have effectively voiced opinions, monitored government, and brought 
about change both past and present
Describe the character traits and civic attitudes of significant individuals in U.S. history from c. 1800 - 2000
Recognize and explain the significance of national symbols associated with historical events and time 
periods being studied
Explain how the purpose and roles of government have been debated and changed across historical time 
periods to current times 
Analyze peaceful resolution of disputes by the courts or other legitimate authorities in U.S. history from c. 
1800 - 2000
Analyze how authoritative decisions are made, enforced, and interpreted by the state and federal 
government  



Compare and contrast the powers and functions of local, state, and national government in the past and 
present 

Economics Explain how scarcity, supply and demand, opportunity costs, income, labor, wages, and other economic 
concepts affect our nation's past, present, and future
Use geographic sources to acquire information to answer questions and solve problems
Explain factors, past and present, that influence changes in our nation's economy
Use an economic lens to describe the impact of migration on the immigrants and on the United States c. 
1800 - 2000 

Geography Analyze geographic sources to acquire information to answer questions and solve problems
Construct maps to idenitfy the location of historic sites for relevant social studies topics
Idenitfy and locate specific regions, states, capitals, river systems, and mountain ranges in the United 
States 
Locate and describe real places using absolute and relative location 
Describe and analyze the diverse physical characteristics of the United States  
Compare and contrast the diverse human characteristics of the United States (populations, cultures, 
language groups)
Evaluate how people are affected by, depend on, adapt to, and change their physical environments in the 
past and in the present
Evaluate how changes in communication and transportation technologies affect people's lives
Describe different regions in the United States and analyze how their characteristics affect people who live 
there
Use geography to interpret the past, explain the present, and plan for the future as appropriate to topics or 
eras discussed
Use a geographic lens to describe the impact of migration on the immigrants and on the United States c. 
1800 - 2000 

History Outline and analyze the expansion of the United States
Describe the impact of migration on immigrants and the United States c. 1800 - 2000
Analyze cultural interactions and conflicts among Native Americans, European Americans, and African 
Americans from c. 1800 - 2000
Identify and describe the contributions of historically significant individuals to the United States from c. 
1800 - 2000
Explain the causes and consequences of major political developments and reform in U.S. history from c. 
1800 - 2000
Explain the causes of westward expansion c. 1800 - 2000
Classify the poltical, economic, and social causes and consequences of the Civil War and Reconstruction
Identify political, economic, and social causes and consequences of the Great Depression
Identify political, economic, and social causes and consequences of WWI and WWII on the United States
Identify political, economic, and social causes and consequences of the Cold War on the United States
Examine the changing roles among Native Americans, Immigrants, African Americans, women, and others 
from 1800 - 2000
Describe and compare cultural characteristics across the historical time periods in U.S. history post c. 1800
Research stories and songs that reflect the cultural history of the early United States prior to 1800
Analyze the preservation of cultural life, celebrations, traditions, and commemorations over time

Social Science 
Inquiry Identify, select, analyze, and evaluate resources to create a product of social science inquiry

Evaluate and use artifacts to share information on social studies topics
Use visual tools to interpret, draw conclusions, make predictions, and communicate information and ideas
Create and present products such as maps, graphs, timelines, charts and models, diagrams, etc. to 
communicate information and understanding on social studies topics
Explain how facts and opinions affect point of view and/or bias in social studies topics



Identify, research, and defend a point of view/position on a social studies topic
Conduct and present social studies research to an audience using appropriate sources
Generate compelling research questions about a social studies topic
Create and apply a research process to investigate a compelling social studies question
Evaluate and use appropriate resources for investigating a compelling social studies question
Conduct and present research on a social studies question to an audience, using appropriate sources
Research and defend a point of view/position on a social studies question
6th Grade
(Ancient History through Middle Ages)

DOMAIN  ARCHDIOCESAN EXPECTATIONS
PRIORITY 

EXPECTATION

CURRENTLY 
TAUGHT IN THIS 
GRADE LEVEL 

(yes or no)?

LIST ADDITIONAL RESOURCES (IF NEEDED) 
FOR STUDENTS TO MASTER THIS 

EXPECTATION
WORLD GEOGRAPHY

Civics 
(Governmental 

Systems & 
Principles)

Tools of Social Science Inquiry

*Using a geographic lens, analyze laws, policies, and processes to determine how governmental systems 
affect individuals and groups in society (*Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism. Governments 
can neglect their primary purpose that is to protect people from injustice. They can also enact laws and 
policies that favor one group over another unfairly. Both of these (neglect and unfairness) harm people.) 
Analyze current human environmental issues using relevant geographic sources to propose solutions
Settlements (World Geography and Cultures)
*Using a geographic lens, analyze the laws and governmental systems of a place in order to determine 
their effects on individuals, groups, and institutions (*Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism. The 
Bible is the source of most Western civilizations' moral laws. Jesus gave us the Golden Rule and told us to 
love our neighbor as ourselves. Many ideas in the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights come from 
the Church and from a Judeo-Christian world view.)
Draw conclusions about how laws impact the development of a place and how a place impacts the 
development of laws

Economics Tools of Social Science Inquiry
Using a geographic lens, evaluate economic decisions to determine costs and benefits on contemporary 
society
Settlements (World Geography and Cultures)
Analyze resource availability to explain its causes and impacts on conflict or cooperation
Analyze patterns of resource distribution to explain the consequences of personal and public economic 
decisions
Use economic concepts such a s GDP, scarcity, and inflation, to describe and compare places and regions
Analyze economic systems to explain their impact on peoples’ behavior and choices

Geography Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Create and use maps, graphs, statistics, and geo-spatial technology in order to explain relationships and 
reveal spatial patterns or trends
Analyze how the physical and human characteristics of current world regions are connected to changing 
identity and culture
Locate major cities of the world and key world nations, the world's continents and oceans, and major 
topographical features of the world
Settlements (World Geography and Cultures)
Describe how physical processes shape the environment of a place
Describe a variety of ecosystems, and explain where they may be found



Explain how human- environmental interactions shape people and places
Explain how the movement of people, goods, and ideas impact world regions

History
(Continuity & 

Change)

Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Create and use historical maps and timelines in order to represent continuity and change within and among 
regions over time
Evaluate historical solutions to problems within and among world regions in order to draw conclusions 
about current and future decisions
With assistance, develop a research plan, identify appropriate resources for investigating social studies 
topics, and create a research product that applies an aspect of geography to a contemporary issue
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling geographic questions, determine helpful resources, and consider 
multiple points of views represented in the resources
Analyze the causes and consequences of a current geographic issue as well as the challenges and 
opportunities faced by those trying to address the problem
Settlements (World Geography and Cultures)
Explain how regions of the world change over time in relation to historical events and trends and the 
human characteristics of place
Explain how forces of nature impact historic and current conflicts and cooperation
Evaluate the impact of human settlement activities on the environmental and cultural characteristic of 
specific places and regions
Conflict & Crisis 
Debate the development of and issues surrounding modern border disputes

People, Groups, 
& Cultures

Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Analyze material culture to explain a people’s perspective and use of place
Explain how the physical and human characteristics of places and regions are connected to human 
identities and cultures
Settlements (World Geography and Cultures)
Compare and contrast the human characteristics within and among regions
Explain how groups and institutions of a place develop to meet peoples’ needs
Analyze the relationship between the physical environments and cultural traditions to determine their 
impact on individuals, groups, and institutions
*Analyze religion and belief systems of a place to determine their varying impact on people, groups, and 
cultures (*Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism. Christian communities hold truth in the highest 
regard - it is from this and from the Bible that we know about natural law. These attributes make 
Christianity distinct from other religions.)
Describe how a peoples’ culture is expressed through their art, architecture, and literature

WORLD HISTORY
Civics 

(Governmental 
Systems & 
Principles)

Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Analyze laws, policies, and processes to determine how governmental systems affect individuals and 
groups in society in world history prior to c.1450
Settlements (Early Civilizations: Geography's Impact on History)
Explain the origins, functions, and structure of monarchies, theocracies, city states, empires, and dynasties
Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of subjects and political leaders in monarchies, theocracies, 
city-states, and empires
Explain how the codification of law impacted early civilizations
Founding (Classical Civilizations: Foundations of Representative Government)



Explain the origins, functions, and structure of governmental systems within classical civilizations
Analyze direct democracy and representative democracy in order to apply the concepts of majority rule, 
minority rights, and civic duty
Explain how the rule of law developed from a written code of laws, as well as concepts of separation of 
powers and checks and balances
Expansion (Regional Interconnectedness and Conflict)
Explain the origins, functions, and structure of governmental systems within civilizations
Explain how concepts such as the rule of law, limited government, and due process are developed through 
the Magna Carta and other influential documents
Analyze the conflict and cooperation between religions and the states to determine their impact on people 
and societies

Economics Tools of Social Science Inquiry
Using a world history lens, examine the opportunity costs and benefits of economic decisions on society as 
a whole as well as on individuals prior to c. 1450
Settlements (Early Civilizations: Geography's Impact on History)
Using a world history lens, explain how the concept of economic surplus led to trade and the emergence of 
specialized labor
Explain how standardization affects the early stability of a society
Founding (Classical Civilizations: Foundations of Representative Government)
Describe trade patterns and how they influence the movement of resources, goods, and services
Explain how standardization impacts the stability of a civilization
Explain how political and economic stability affects the well-being of individuals and society
Expansion (Middle Ages: Regional Interconnectedness and Conflict)
Explain how inter- regional trade intensified the exchange of goods, ideas, and people

Geography Tools of Social Science Inquiry
Create and use maps and other graphic representations in order to explain relationships and reveal 
patterns or trends in world history prior to c.1450
Describe the impact of human settlement activities on the environmental and cultural characteristics of 
world regions prior to c. 1450
Locate the following: major cities of the world and key world nations; the world’s continents and oceans; 
and major topographical features of the world
Settlements (Early Civilizations: Geography's Impact on History)
Describe how physical characteristics of river valleys supported permanent settlements and the rise of 
early civilizations
Analyze the cultural characteristics of civilizations to explain how they are similar and different
Explain how various characteristics of civilizations are connected to identities and cultures
Founding (Classical Civilizations: Foundations of Representative Government)
Explain the significance of physical geography to the development of classical civilizations
Identify the effect of natural forces upon human activities

History
(Continuity & 

Change)

Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Create and use tools to analyze a chronological sequence of related events in world history
Explain connections between historical context and peoples’ perspectives at the time in world history
With assistance, develop a research plan, identify appropriate resources for investigating social studies 
topics, and create a research product that applies an aspect of world history prior to c.1450 to a 
contemporary issue
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling questions about world history prior to c. 1450 to determine 
helpful resources and consider multiple points of view represented in the resources



Analyze the causes and consequences of a specific problem in world history prior to c. 1450 as well as the 
challenges and opportunities faced by those trying to address the problem
Settlements (Early Civilizations: Geography's Impact on History)
Explain the causes and results of the Agricultural Revolution in relation to the development of new and 
more complex societies Asia, Africa, and the Americas
Analyze the role early civilizations had in shaping concepts of government, law, and social order
Founding (Classical Civilizations: Foundations of Representative Government)
Analyze the rise and fall of classical civilizations to determine their significance to future societies
Trace the impact of conflicts, competition, and cooperation within and among classical civilizations
Expansion (Middle Ages: Regional Interconnectedness and Conflict)
Compare how the collapse of government and resulting instability led to the development of feudal 
kingdoms in Europe and Japan
Explain the origins and significance of the expansion of the Muslim and Mongol rule in Europe, Asia and 
Africa
Analyze how the Crusades and Black Death affected existing societies in Europe, Asia, and Africa
Analyze the cultures of civilizations in sub- Saharan Africa, Mesoamerica, and Andean South America

People, Groups, 
& Cultures

Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Using a world history lens, describe how peoples’ perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts they created
Using a world history lens, examine the origins and impact of social structures and stratification on 
societies and relationships between peoples
Settlements (Early Civilizations: Geography's Impact on History)
Explain the significance of monotheistic and polytheistic religions to the social and political order of early 
civilizations
Describe the origins, structure, and essential beliefs of Judaism, Hinduism, and Buddhism
Describe how the world view of social groups and institutions influence culture and define the position of 
the individual within various societies
Analyze scientific, technological, intellectual, and artistic advancements to determine the legacy of the 
ancient civilizations
Founding (Classical Civilizations: Foundations of Representative Government)
Explain the significance of art, mythology, literature, and philosophy to the culture and social order of 
classical civilizations
Analyze scientific, technological, intellectual, and artistic advancements to determine the legacy of the 
classical civilizations
Analyze the extent and impact of cultural diffusion that results from empire building
*From a historical perspective, explain the origin, structure, spread, and significant beliefs of Christianity 
(Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism)
Expansion (Middle Ages: Regional Interconnectedness and Conflict)
Analyze scientific, technological, intellectual, and artistic advancements to determine the legacy of 
European, African, and Mesoamerican civilizations
From a historical perspective, explain the origin, structure, spread, and significant beliefs of Islam
Describe how the world view of individuals, social groups, and institutions change as a result of 
connections among regions
Analyze the causes and effects of the changing roles of class, ethnicity, race, gender, and age on world 
cultures prior to c. 1450
7th Grade
(Modern History)

DOMAIN  ARCHDIOCESAN EXPECTATIONS
PRIORITY 

EXPECTATION

CURRENTLY 
TAUGHT IN THIS 
GRADE LEVEL 

(yes or no)?

LIST ADDITIONAL RESOURCES (IF NEEDED) 
FOR STUDENTS TO MASTER THIS 

EXPECTATION



WORLD GEOGRAPHY
Civics 

(Governmental 
Systems & 
Principles)

Tools of Social Science Inquiry

*Using a geographic lens, analyze laws, policies, and processes to determine how governmental systems 
affect individuals and groups in society (*Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism. Governments 
can neglect their primary purpose that is to protect people from injustice. They can also enact laws and 
policies that favor one group over another unfairly. Both of these (neglect and unfairness) harm people.) 
Analyze current human environmental issues using relevant geographic sources to propose solutions
Settlements (World Geography and Cultures)
*Using a geographic lens, analyze the laws and governmental systems of a place in order to determine 
their effects on individuals, groups, and institutions (*Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism. The 
Bible is the source of most Western civilizations' moral laws. Jesus gave us the Golden Rule and told us to 
love our neighbor as ourselves. Many ideas in the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights come from 
the Church and from a Judeo-Christian world view.)
Draw conclusions about how laws impact the development of a place and how a place impacts the 
development of laws

Economics Tools of Social Science Inquiry
Using a geographic lens, evaluate economic decisions to determine costs and benefits on contemporary 
society
Settlements (World Geography and Cultures)
Analyze resource availability to explain its causes and impacts on conflict or cooperation
Analyze patterns of resource distribution to explain the consequences of personal and public economic 
decisions
Use economic concepts such a s GDP, scarcity, and inflation, to describe and compare places and regions
Analyze economic systems to explain their impact on peoples’ behavior and choices

Geography Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Create and use maps, graphs, statistics, and geo-spatial technology in order to explain relationships and 
reveal spatial patterns or trends
Analyze how the physical and human characteristics of current world regions are connected to changing 
identity and culture
Locate major cities of the world and key world nations, the world's continents and oceans, and major 
topographical features of the world
Settlements (World Geography and Cultures)
Describe how physical processes shape the environment of a place
Describe a variety of ecosystems, and explain where they may be found
Explain how human- environmental interactions shape people and places
Explain how the movement of people, goods, and ideas impact world regions

History
(Continuity & 

Change)

Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Create and use historical maps and timelines in order to represent continuity and change within and among 
regions over time
Evaluate historical solutions to problems within and among world regions in order to draw conclusions 
about current and future decisions
With assistance, develop a research plan, identify appropriate resources for investigating social studies 
topics, and create a research product that applies an aspect of geography to a contemporary issue
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling geographic questions, determine helpful resources, and consider 
multiple points of views represented in the resources
Analyze the causes and consequences of a current geographic issue as well as the challenges and 
opportunities faced by those trying to address the problem



Settlements (World Geography and Cultures)
Explain how regions of the world change over time in relation to historical events and trends and the 
human characteristics of place
Explain how forces of nature impact historic and current conflicts and cooperation
Evaluate the impact of human settlement activities on the environmental and cultural characteristic of 
specific places and regions
Conflict & Crisis 
Debate the development of and issues surrounding modern border disputes

People, Groups, 
& Cultures

Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Analyze material culture to explain a people’s perspective and use of place
Explain how the physical and human characteristics of places and regions are connected to human 
identities and cultures
Settlements (World Geography and Cultures)
Compare and contrast the human characteristics within and among regions
Explain how groups and institutions of a place develop to meet peoples’ needs
Analyze the relationship between the physical environments and cultural traditions to determine their 
impact on individuals, groups, and institutions
*Analyze religion and belief systems of a place to determine their varying impact on people, groups, and 
cultures (*Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism. Christian communities hold truth in the highest 
regard - it is from this and from the Bible that we know about natural law. These attributes make 
Christianity distinct from other religions.)
Describe how a peoples’ culture is expressed through their art, architecture, and literature

WORLD HISTORY
Civics 

(Governmental 
Systems & 
Principles)

Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Analyze laws, policies, and processes to determine how governmental systems affect individuals and 
groups in society in world history
Settlements (Geography's Impact on History)
Explain the origins, functions, and structure of monarchies, theocracies, city states, empires, and dynasties
Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of subjects and political leaders in monarchies, theocracies, 
city-states, and empires
Explain how the codification of law impacted early civilizations
Founding (Foundations of Representative Government)
Explain the origins, functions, and structure of governmental systems within classical civilizations
Analyze direct democracy and representative democracy in order to apply the concepts of majority rule, 
minority rights, and civic duty
Explain how the rule of law developed from a written code of laws, as well as concepts of separation of 
powers and checks and balances
Expansion (Regional Interconnectedness and Conflict)
Explain the origins, functions, and structure of governmental systems within civilizations
Analyze the conflict and cooperation between religions and the states to determine their impact on people 
and societies
Explain how concepts such as the rule of law, limited government, and due process are developed through 
the Magna Carta and other influential documents

Economics Tools of Social Science Inquiry
Using a world history lens, examine the opportunity costs and benefits of economic decisions on society as 
a whole as well as on individuals



Settlements (Geography's Impact on History)
Using a world history lens, explain how the concept of economic surplus led to trade and the emergence of 
specialized labor
Explain how standardization affects the early stability of a society
Founding (Foundations of Representative Government)
Describe trade patterns and how they influence the movement of resources, goods, and services
Explain how standardization impacts the stability of a civilization
Explain how political and economic stability affects the well-being of individuals and society
Expansion (Regional Interconnectedness and Conflict)
Explain how inter-regional trade intensified the exchange of goods, ideas, and people

Geography Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Create and use maps and other graphic representations in order to explain relationships and reveal 
patterns or trends in world history
Describe the impact of human settlement activities on the environmental and cultural characteristics of 
world regions
Locate the following: major cities of the world and key world nations; the world’s continents and oceans; 
and major topographical features of the world
Settlements (Geography's Impact on History)
Describe how physical characteristics of river valleys supported permanent settlements and the rise of 
early civilizations
Analyze the cultural characteristics of civilizations to explain how they are similar and different
Explain how various characteristics of civilizations are connected to identities and cultures
Founding (Foundations of Representative Government)
Explain the significance of physical geography to the development of classical civilizations
Identify the effect of natural forces upon human activities

History
(Continuity & 

Change)

Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Create and use tools to analyze a chronological sequence of related events in world history
Explain connections between historical context and peoples’ perspectives at the time in world history
With assistance, develop a research plan, identify appropriate resources for investigating social studies 
topics, and create a research product that applies an aspect of world history to a contemporary issue
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling questions about world history to determine helpful resources and 
consider multiple points of view represented in the resources
Analyze the causes and consequences of a specific problem in world history as well as the challenges and 
opportunities faced by those trying to address the problem
Settlements (Geography's Impact on History)
Explain the causes and results of the Agricultural Revolution in relation to the development of new and 
more complex societies in Asia, Africa, and the Americas
Analyze the role early civilizations had in shaping concepts of government, law, and social order
Founding (Foundations of Representative Government)
Analyze the rise and fall of classical civilizations to determine their significance to future societies
Trace the impact of conflicts, competition, and cooperation within and among classical civilizations
Expansion (Regional Interconnectedness and Conflict)
Compare how the collapse of government and resulting instability led to the development of feudal 
kingdoms in Europe and Japan
Explain the origins and significance of the expansion of the Muslim and Mongol rule in Europe, Asia and 
Africa
Analyze how the Crusades and Black Death affected existing societies in Europe, Asia, and Africa



Analyze the cultures of civilizations in sub-Saharan Africa, Mesoamerica, and Andean South America
People, Groups, 

& Cultures
Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Using a world history lens, describe how peoples’ perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts they created
Using a world history lens, examine the origins and impact of social structures and stratification on 
societies and relationships between peoples
Settlements (Geography's Impact on History)
Explain the significance of monotheistic and polytheistic religions to the social and political order of early 
civilizations
Describe the origins, structure, and essential beliefs of Judaism, Hinduism, and Buddhism
Describe how the world view of social groups and institutions influence culture and define the position of 
the individual within various societies
Analyze scientific, technological, intellectual, and artistic advancements to determine the legacy of the 
ancient civilizations
Founding (Foundations of Representative Government)
Explain the significance of art, mythology, literature, and philosophy to the culture and social order of 
classical civilizations
Analyze scientific, technological, intellectual, and artistic advancements to determine the legacy of the 
classical civilizations
Analyze the extent and impact of cultural diffusion that results from empire building
*From a historical perspective, explain the origin, structure, spread, and significant beliefs of Christianity 
(Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism)
Expansion (Regional Interconnectedness and Conflict)
Analyze scientific, technological, intellectual, and artistic advancements to determine the legacy of 
European, African, and Mesoamerican civilizations
From a historical perspective, explain the origin, structure, spread, and significant beliefs of Islam
Describe how the world view of individuals, social groups, and institutions change as a result of 
connections among regions.
Analyze the causes and effects of the changing roles of class, ethnicity, race, gender, and age on world 
cultures
8th Grade 
AMERICAN HISTORY 
(Black = early settlements through Civil War; Red = post Civil War through Modern History)

DOMAIN  ARCHDIOCESAN EXPECTATIONS
PRIORITY 

EXPECTATION

CURRENTLY 
TAUGHT IN THIS 
GRADE LEVEL 

(yes or no)?

LIST ADDITIONAL RESOURCES (IF NEEDED) 
FOR STUDENTS TO MASTER THIS 

EXPECTATION
Civics 

(Governmental 
Systems & 
Principles)

Settlements

Compare the governmental systems of European powers to determine their effect on colonization in the 
Americas/Analyze the period of reconstruction to determine its effect on separation of powers, checks and 
balances, and the power of the central government
Explain how the founding of English colonies influenced their governments and expectations for self- 
rule/Evaluate the effectiveness of major legislation, Constitutional amendments, and court decisions 
relating to freed slaves
Analyze local and colonial governments to trace the factors influencing their structure and function/Analyze 
the expansion of political parties, interest groups and political machines to determine their effect on 
American government and policy
Founding 



Evaluate the impact of the French and Indian Wars on Great Britain’s approach to colonial rule/Analyze 
how political developments and Constitutional Amendments of the period altered the relationship between 
government and its people
Apply the concept of representation to the conflict between the colonies and Great Britain
Apply the principles of inalienable rights, popular sovereignty, natural rights, and social contract to evaluate 
the purpose and legacy of the Declaration of Independence/Analyze the changing social norms and 
conflicting morals which emerged during the first three decades of the twentieth century
Evaluate the successes and challenges of the Articles of Confederation to explain the need for a 
Constitutional Convention
Apply the principles of rule of law, representation, separation of powers, checks and balances, and 
federalism to explain the purposes and functions of the Constitution
Describe the origins and purposes of the Bill of Rights and evaluate the enduring significance of these 
concepts to the preservation of individual rights and liberties
Examine elections, issues, laws, and events of this time period to explain how the concepts of judicial 
review, elastic clause, and an amendment process were established or used to meet challenges
Expansion
Trace the expansion of voting rights and patterns and explain how it impacted elections and political 
movements/Analyze the relationships among the branches of government to explain conflicts and the 
changing power of each
Analyze landmark Supreme Court cases to determine the effect on the definition and expansion of federal 
power/Evaluate how the programs and policies of the New Deal and WWII changed the relationships 
among the government, groups, and individuals
Explain how the principles of rule of law, separation of powers, checks and balances, and federalism were 
impacted by Jacksonian Democracy/Determine the lasting impact of the New Deal and WWII on principles 
of government, including separation of powers, checks and balances, judicial review, and limited 
government

Conflict & Crisis
Compare responses of government systems in the North and South to major legislation, executive orders, 
and court decisions before, during, and immediately after the Civil War/Analyze treaty agreements and 
international organizations to determine their impact on world challenges along with national and 
international order
Analyze federalism and popular sovereignty to explain peoples’ expectations of the role of government and 
their place in governance/Determine the lasting impact of shifting interpretations of governmental and 
constitutional principles including separation of powers, checks, and balances, rule of law, judicial review, 
and limited government
Analyze the election of 1860 to explain the development of political parties and how they influence the 
selection of leaders/Evaluate the extent to which Supreme Court cases and legislation served to expand 
equal rights during this era
Compare and contrast the governmental systems of the U.S. North and South to determine the strengths 
and weaknesses of federal and confederal systems/Analyze the motivations for and results of changing 
concepts of the federal government in post-Civil War America

Economics Tools of Social Science Inquiry
Using an American history lens, examine the opportunity costs and benefits of economic decisions on 
society as a whole as well as on individuals prior to c. 1870/Using a United States historical lens, analyze 
the opportunity costs and benefits of economic decisions on society as a whole as well as on individuals 
post c. 1870
Settlements
Compare sources of labor, emerging economic production, and availability of land in the New World and 
their impact on economic development in North and South America/Evaluate how the goals of 
Reconstruction impacted the economic recovery and growth of regions
Analyze the mercantile system to explain colonial responses to economic control by European nations, 
including Great Britain/Explain how the expansion of industrialization, transportation, and technological 
developments influenced different regions and the relationship between those regions
Founding



Describe the function and purpose of taxes imposed by Great Britain following the Seven Years War, 
evaluating colonial responses to them/Analyze emerging American involvement in world trade to determine 
its influence on foreign policy and government actions
Compare the emerging economic characteristics of the nation and colonial regions to make predictions 
about future expansion and conflict/Apply the economic concepts of natural resources, markets, supply 
and demand, labor, and capital to analyze the costs and benefits of imperialism
Trace the development of the American economic system to explain how taxes, tariffs, and monetary 
policies were used to establish sustainability and growth/Trace the changing relationship between 
government and business through economic regulation and deregulation
Expansion
Analyze the origins and characteristics of coercive labor systems, including slavery, and their impact on 
economic and political expansion/Apply the economic concepts of innovation, supply and demand, barriers 
to trade, labor, business cycle, credit, and wage gap to explain the causes of the Great Depression
Explain how the expansion of industrialization, transportation, and technological developments influenced 
different regions and the relationship among those regions/Describe the possible consequences, both 
intended and unintended, of government policies to improve economic conditions and increased 
productivity
Trace the continued development of the American economic system to explain how taxes, tariffs, and 
monetary policies were used to establish sustainability and growth
Conflict & Crisis
Explain how the expansion of industrialization, transportation, and technological developments influenced 
different regions and the relationship among those regions
Compare the economic strengths and weaknesses of the North and South before, during, and immediately 
after the Civil War/Compare the role of governments in various economic systems to explain competing 
world views

Geography Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Create and use maps and other graphic representations in order to explain relationships and reveal 
patterns or trends in American history prior to c.1870/Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain relationships and reveal patterns or trends in United States history c. 
1871-2010
Explain how the physical and human characteristics of regions in the Americas prior to c. 1870 are 
connected to changing identity and culture/Analyze how the physical and human characteristics of regions 
in the United States post c. 1870 are connected to changing identity and culture
Locate the following: major cities of Missouri, of the United States, and of the world; states of the United 
States and key world nations; the world’s continents and oceans; and major topographical features of the 
United States
Settlements
Analyze diverse Native American cultures in North, Central, and South America to explain the ways they 
adapted to their various environment/Evaluate the causes, patterns, and outcomes of internal migrations 
and urbanizations
Analyze the geography of colonial regions to explain their cultural, social, and economic 
differences/Evaluate the effects of Westward expansion on the production, distribution, and allocation of 
resources and on the environment
Compare major patterns of population distribution, demographics, and migrations in the United States and 
the impact of those patterns on cultures and community life
Founding 
Draw conclusions about regional conflict and cooperation as a consequence of physical 
geography/Describe how the expansion of transportation and technological developments influenced 
acquisition of new territories 
Evaluate the relationships among population, representation, and their effect on power in the new 
government
Compare major patterns of population distribution, demographics, and migrations in the United States 
during this era c. 1763-1812
Expansion



*Trace the changing boundaries of the United States and describe how it represents the changing 
relationships with its neighbors and Native Americans (*Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism)
/Describe the consequences, both intended and unintended, of environmental decisions through the lens of 
Catholic Social Teaching
*Assess Manifest Destiny in relation to push-pull factors, geographic features, and human environmental 
interactions to determine their influence on the movement of goods, people, and ideas (*Should be taught 
through the lens of Catholicism)/Analyze the impact of geography in the European and Pacific threats 
during WWII to compare war efforts and strategies 
Compare major patterns of population distribution, demographics, and migrations in the United States and 
the impact of those patterns on cultures and community life c.1812-1848
Conflict & Crisis
Analyze the United States geography of North, South, and West in order to explain regional, cultural, 
social, and economic differences/Evaluate the causes and consequences of demograhic shifts and internal 
migrations
Evaluate the significance of geography on the conduct of the war and strategy of the North and 
South/Explain how the physical and human characteristics of places determined their influence on or 
importance to Cold War events
Compare major patterns of population distribution, demographics, and migrations in the United States and 
the impact of those patterns on cultures and community life

History
(Continuity & 

Change)

Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Create and use tools to analyze a chronological sequence of related events in American history/Analyze 
physical geography to understand the availability and movement of resources in this era
Explain connections between historical context and peoples’ perspectives at the time in American 
history/Evaluate the relationship between technological and scientific advancements and increasing global 
interaction in this era
With assistance, develop a research plan, identify appropriate resources for investigating social studies 
topics, and create a research product which applies an aspect of American history prior to c. 1870 to a 
contemporary issue
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling questions about American history prior to c. 1870, to determine 
helpful resources and consider multiple viewpoints represented in the resources
Analyze the causes and consequences of a specific problem in American history prior to c. 1870 as well as 
the challenges and opportunities faced by those trying to address the problem
Settlements
Trace the causes and consequences of indigenous peoples arriving in the Americas beginning c. 15,000 
BCE/Compare and contrast the plans for and results of political reintegration of Southern states after the 
Civil War
Compare factors motivating Europeans to explore and settle in the New World to explain colonial diversity 
and regional differences in North and South America/Describe the purpose, challenges, and economic 
incentives that impacted expansion and Westward movement
Trace the causes and consequences of conflict and cooperation between Native Americans and North and 
South American colonists using multiple viewpoints/Trace the contributions of individuals and institutions 
on social, political, artistic, and economic development
Describe the causes and consequences of the Seven Years War as a turning point in American history
Analyze the concept of Manifest Destiny as a catalyst for change in American history
Founding
Trace the events leading to escalating conflict between Great Britain and the colonies from multiple 
viewpoints/Describe the causes and consequences of United States Imperialism at home and abroad
Analyze the Declaration of Independence to determine the historical context and political philosophies that 
influenced its creation/Evaluate the motivations for the United States' entry into WWI
Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the American colonies and Great Britain to explain the 
American victory in the Revolution/Evaluate the impact of U.S. participation in WWI and the resulting peace 
efforts



Explain the major debates that occurred during the adoption of the Constitution and their ultimate 
resolution/Evaluate the responses of United States' leaders to the challenges of the period
Evaluate the responses of early American leaders to the social, political, economic, and religious 
challenges facing the new nation
Infer how events of this period led to the development of philosophies, interest groups, and political parties
Expansion 
Analyze the expansion of the United States in the early nineteenth century to trace U.S. growth and form 
hypotheses about future conflicts/Trace the significant events and developments of the Great Depression 
and WWII
Evaluate the responses of North and South American leaders to the social, political, economic, and 
religious challenges of the period/Evaluate the responses of United States' leaders to the challenges of the 
Great Depression and World War II 
Analyze the forced removal and resettlements of Native Americans to determine its impact on their cultures 
and civilizations (*Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism)/Describe critical developments and 
turning points in WWII including major battles
Conflict & Crisis
Analyze political compromises over slavery in the territories to explain intensifying sectional 
conflicts/Describe the causes and major conflicts, consequences, and enduring legacy of the Cold War
Trace the events as well as political, cultural, economic, and social conditions leading to conflict between 
Northern and Southern states/Evaluate the responses of United States' leaders to the challenges of global 
tensions
Describe critical developments and turning points in the Civil War, including major battles/Trace changes in 
military strategies and technologies as a response to the challenges of the Cold War

People, Groups, 
& Cultures

Tools of Social Science Inquiry

Using an American history lens, describe how peoples’ perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts they 
created
Using an American history lens, examine the origins and impact of social structures and stratification on 
societies and relationships between peoples/Using a United States historical lens, examine the origins and 
impact of social structures and stratification on societies and relationships between peoples
Settlements
*Analyze the religious, cultural, political, and intellectual developments of Spanish, Portuguese, British, and 
French regions to explain the development of diverse cultures throughout the Americas (*Should be taught 
through the lens of Catholicism)
*Analyze the religious, cultural, and intellectual developments of the European colonies to explain the 
development of regionalism and an American identity (*Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism)
*Compare and contrast the interaction of European settlers with Native Americans in both North and South 
America (*Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism)
Founding
Analyze the perspectives of diverse individuals and groups to explain the extent of their support for the 
Revolutionary War
Analyze populations of colonies/states to explain how their cultural, religious, social, and economic 
characteristics influenced the emergence of regional identity
Compare and contrast the perspectives of individuals and groups regarding the development of the 
American governmental system to explain emerging divisions and political philosophies
Evaluate laws, events, and perspectives to determine the extent to which individuals and groups could 
participate in, and realize, the promise of American ideals
Analyze the artistic and intellectual achievements of early Americans to provide evidence of an emerging 
American identity
Expansion
Evaluate the effectiveness of various reform movements, laws, and events to determine their impact on the 
promise of American ideals
Analyze the experiences of enslaved peoples in North and South America to determine their cultural 
impact and consequences (*Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism)



Analyze artistic, intellectual, and religious movements to show how they reflect the aspirations and beliefs 
of the developing nation (*Should be taught through the lens of Catholicism)
Describe the culture and accomplishments of Native American cultures to compare the various ways they 
responded to American expansion/Analyze the impact of the Great Depression and World War II on the 
arts and culture 
Analyze patterns of immigration to determine their impacts on the cultural, social, political, and economic 
development
Conflict & Crisis
Determine the impact of the ideas contained in major speeches, literature, music, and writings from diverse 
individuals on the perspectives of American people, groups, and movements/Evaluate the effect of the 
internal tensions caused by the Cold War on societal groups, organizations, and government
Describe the impact of scientific and technological advances on the outcome of the war and its effect on 
people and diverse groups/Analyze the scientific, technological, artistic, intellectual, economic, political, 
and cultural changes of the post-WWII
Analyze the evolution of the women’s movement to trace its continued development and evaluate its 
impact/Evaluate social reforms to determine their impact on the ability of individuals and groups to realize 
the promise of American ideals
Analyze the evolution of the Abolitionist Movement to trace its continued development and evaluate its 
impact/Analyze push-pull factors to explain changing immigration patterns and their continuing effects on 
the United States
Trace the development of African American culture in non-slave states and in the context of 
slavery/Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of citizens and institutions to address and solve United 
States' problems c. post 1870


